The Horizon Scanning System at The Italian Medicines Agency.
The new era of medical innovation is a great opportunity for healthcare; but it poses new challenges for affordability of healthcare systems. To enable timely implementation of value-based clinical care and payment approaches, it is important to look beyond usual timescales to inform decision makers about forthcoming disruptive technologies early. Horizon scanning could represent an efficient tool in support of decision making and rational use of available resources. Different horizon scanning programmes exist in Europe and there is a need for further international cooperation between competent authorities. In relation to this, the present review aims to highlight the importance of early information availability and illustrates the Italian Medicines Agency Horizon Scanning System in the context of the European regulatory network.